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Preface

This book is a result of the project “Croatian Renaissance Aristotelianism
— A New Era in Thinking the Past”, funded by the Croatian Science Foun-
dation from December 2018 to May 2023 (IP-2018-01-4966). The book is
an outcome of interdisciplinary work undertaken by Sime Demo, a Neo-
Latin philologist specializing in Latin linguistics, and Pavel Gregori¢, a histo-
rian of philosophy specializing in Aristotle. Demo prepared the edition and
wrote parts of the introduction related to biographic, linguistic, textual, and
editorial matters. Gregori¢ identified the sources included in the apparatus
fontium, wrote parts of the introduction related to historical and philosophi-
cal matters, and composed the synopsis. We read, revised and supplemented
each other’s parts of the introduction, so that our authorship cannot be eas-
ily disentangled for the most part of the introduction. Hence, we take shared
responsibility for the whole of it.

Students who attended the course “Genres of Post-renaissance Latinity”
at the Centre of Croatian Studies of the University of Zagreb in the academic
year 2014/15 — Ana Marija Bubi¢, Tihana Duzevi¢, Vanja Jerkovi¢, Kristina
Jozak, Tea Krklec, Ivana Sevo, Filip Stampf, Dajana Tuksor, and Marta Vrban
— participated in preparing the first version of the transcript of Breve com-
pendium.

We would like to thank Gorana Stepani¢, our colleague and trusted as-
sociate in the project, who has supported us generously not only with her
continued advice in all phases of our work, but also with the material she
collected in the Dubrovnik Research Library and the Dubrovnik Archive. She
also read the entire manuscript and helped us improve it. Moreover, Gorana
put us in touch with Irena Braticevié, whose input was decisive regarding our
choice of the Croatian version of our author’s name in the Introduction, over
the Italian and Latin versions.

Our thanks also go to the other members of the project team — Dora
IvaniSevié, Martino Rossi Monti and Ivana Skuhala Karasman - for their as-
sistance and support. Marianne Pade was a guest at the workshop on linguis-
tic features of Renaissance Latin texts, which took place in hybrid form on
19 November 2021 at the Institute of Philosophy in Zagreb. The workshop
was instrumental in resolving some gnawing editorial doubts, for which we
are thankful to Marianne and the other participants. Luka Borsi¢ and Sreé¢ko
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Kovac¢ read the manuscript and gave us useful feedback, for which we are
grateful.

We are indebted to the two anonymous readers for Brepols, who wrote
very positive reports on our manuscript. Indeed, one of the referees made an
extra effort to correct some infelicities in our manuscript and to make ex-
cellent suggestions for improvement, which was much appreciated. Parts of
the Introduction were read by Luca Bianchi, David Lines and Craig Martin,
who generously shared their erudition and expertise in the final stages of our
work. Without their help, this book would contain many more errors than it
actually does. Finally, we owe special thanks to Luca Bianchi, who suggested
that we submit our manuscript to the Studia Artistarum series and who gave
us valuable advice at various stages of our project.

Sime Demo and Pavel Gregori¢

Zagreb, March 2023





